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cupid to satisfy his sexual luxury. This perhaps, is the reason why
wine drinking is considered a step towards woman seeking and
forbidden, among others, for this reason too.

(8)    Poetry, music and dance:
(i) Poetry:

The Qur'an says as to the poets :

"Hast thou not seen how they stray in every valley, and
how they say that which they do not.104

Those poetries which deal with immorality and frivolous
love episodes and eulogy of polytheism were banded by this
verse. It might be interesting to note that poetry as such is not
prohibited altogether. On being enquired about poetry, the
Prophet once said: The good of it (poetry) is good and the bad of
it is bad.105 On another occasion he said : the believer fights
with his sword and tongue. By Him in whose hand there is my life,
it is as if you (Poet) are tiirowing at them the throwing of an arrow,106

Good poetries were admittedly by the Prophet to contain
great wisdom:

"Obai-b-Ka 'ab reported that the Messenger of Allah
said: Verily there is wisdom in Poetry.107

The Prophet himself has certain poets under him, namely
Hasan-b-Sabet, Abdullah-b-Rawwahah and Kaab-b-Malak, to
satirise the unbelievers in their very face.108 Only such of those poetic
songs as are romantic and an appeal to the sex with descriptions
such as beauties of the fairer sex, are forbidden since they arouse
the passions of young men and women and lead them towards
sexual crimes.
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